[Microspectrophotometric study of the DNA content of the nucleus of cells from premalignant polyps and cancer of the rectum].
38 adenomatous polyps, 42 villous polyps with varying degree of proliferation and epithelial dysplasia, 34 polyps with preinvasive cancer components and 44 polyps containing invasive cancer elements were examined microspectrophotometrically. The analysis established an increased level of epithelial cells with ploidy varying 3c-5c to be a characteristic feature of the initial stages of malignant transformation of rectal polyps. The invasive cancer had similar peculiarities.